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[Abstract:] Legality and expediency of coining Gold Dollars. 1144 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 21, 1883 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint, Philadelphia. 


Sir: 


I have received your letter of the 20th instant stating that you are in receipt of many 
orders for gold dollars and that in view of the fact that the Mint is running after hours to meet the 
current demand for silver dollars and minor coin you request to be informed if you should coin 
gold dollars. 


Section 3519 of the Revised Statutes provide that “any owner of gold bullion may deposit 
the same at any Mint, to be formed into coin for his benefit” and Section 3544 provides that “‘in 
the denominations of coin delivered, the Superintendent shall comply with the wishes of the 
depositor, except when impracticable or inconvenient to do so”. 


Under these sections of law you cannot refuse to receive a deposit of gold bullion to be 
returned in gold dollars if so requested, but if you have no coin for that denomination in your 
bullion fund and it is inconvenient to coin the same, the depositor must wait until such time as 
you can conveniently coin them or else receive other denominations in payment for his deposit. 


I am clearly of the opinion that you should not run after regular working hours for this 
purpose; you should not pay them for other moneys, but only in settlement for deposits of gold 
bullion for coinage into gold dollars. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


